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MODELLO ABSTRACT
Cytokines do exist in invertebrates!...Now what?

D Malagoli1,2, S Sacchi1, L Rebecchi1,2, M Mandrioli1,2, N Franchi1
Department of Life Sciences, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy

NBFC, National Biodiversity Future Center, Palermo, Italy
Cytokines are soluble mediators of a relatively small molecular weight mainly produced by the cells of the immune or neuroendocrine systems during immune response. Cytokines have been described principally in mammals, even though during 80’s and 90’s several authors have reported the presence of cytokine-like molecules in invertebrates. The existence of cytokines in protostomians was only confirmed in the last decade, when molecular biology and functional studies lead to the discovery of Spätzle and Unpaired (Upd)-3 in Drosophila melanogaster, Hemocyte Chemotactic Peptide (HCP) in the moth Pseudaletia separata and Astakine 1 in the freshwater crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus. These findings have finally demonstrated that cytokines exist in invertebrates and probably several other factors will be discovered in the next future. However, the fundamental questions pertaining the evolution of cytokines (i.e., which is their origin and how their differentiation have proceeded) remain unanswered.
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L’abstract non deve superare le 250 parole, ed è da redigere seguendo in modo fedele il modello sopra riportato, così da consentire la rapida redazione del libro degli abstract che saranno pubblicati su ISJ-Invertebrate Survival Journal. 
Font: Arial 9. 
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